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The first Permanent Fund Dividend check was signed by Commissioner of Administration, Carole
Burger, because Gov. Jay Hammond feared a political backlash from Alaskans known for disdaining
government handouts. This writer personally worked for Burger in Juneau two years at the Association
of Alaska School Boards, where she was a management spokesperson in contract negotiations of
member school boards against local district NEA-Alaska teacher unions, at a time when the State of
Alaska still attempted to maintain responsible funding and accountability for public education.

Burger Told Me this Story Herself
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The Next Year Mike Dunleavy Showed Up

From Wikepedia:
In 1983, Mike Dunleavy moved to Alaska and his first job was at a logging camp in
Southeast Alaska. Later, Dunleavy earned his masterâ??s degree in education from the
University of Alaska Fairbanks. He spent nearly two decades in northwest Arctic
communities working as a teacher, principal, and superintendent.

Over all these years on the gravy train as an AK Educrat, Dunleavy has constantly promoted the status
quo in AK Public Education. Costs for public education factories have continued to accelerate while
academic outcomes continue to decline in some 50 districts.
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This is the cover of one of the reports this writer compiled after surveying every district
regarding Support Staff, Teacher, Administrator and School Board personnel costs when
Alaskans still expected economic and academic accountability.

This is the dot matrix printer synopsis page of Administrator Costs for all districts in 1987.
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The Alaska Permanent Fund was a Promise to Present AND Future Alaskans

Gov. Jay Hammond signed the bill establishing the Alaska Permanent Fund for which he
advocated. Immediately behind him is Rep. Hugh Malone who assured passage of the
Permanent Fund bill as Speaker of the Alaska House of Representatives. Hugh became
my dear friend when I lived in Juneau.

From a previous story:
Some might argue that as our partners in Alaska oil resource development the oil
companies didnâ??t need to be our corporate nanny. Their success is automatically our
success if the state gets a percentage of all oil produced. But the genius of the Permanent
Fund is that it protected our part of the earnings by distributing a statutory amount in
addition to providing for an equal amount to fund reasonable State government.

[1] When Legislators Cared About Alaskans, DONN LISTON December 25, 2022
Live Links are in References

First Frontal Assault After 20 PFDs

Before the turn of the century a bunch of the elected officials who are legislators because they like to go
to Backwater Juneau and spend public money started a campaign to diminish the payout of the annual
Permanent Fund Dividend to all Alaskans. From their fortress on Gastineau Channel these officials
elected from districts around Alaska wanted to allow the camelâ??s nose under the tent to pay more to
special interests and buy more government.
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They only Wanted $500 from Each PFD

What began in 1999 ultimately failed by 2004, but today remains a reminder that protection of the AK
Permanent Fund requires constant vigilance and awareness of the dividend commitment to present
AND future Alaskans.
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Ten years after Alaska achieved statehood, oil was discovered on the North Slope and the young state
was suddenly rich. With the understanding that Alaskaâ??s new oil wealth would not last forever,
residents created the Alaska Permanent Fund in 1976 so this non-renewable resource would provide
benefits to current and future generations. Four years later, the Alaska Legislature created the Alaska
Permanent Fund Corporation to prudently manage the Fund. After more than 40 years of wise
management, APFC has grown the Permanent Fund to more than $81.4 billion. Want to know how we
did it?

[2] Alaska Permanent Fund Corporation Website
Live Links are in References

Reminder: The Annual PFD is NOT a government handout. The PFD is a DIVIDEND for
Alaskanâ??s collective investment in resource development. It is managed by the State of
Alaska under a Permanent Fund Board of Trustees appointed solely by Alaskaâ??s Imperial
governor.

[3} Alaskans Deserve to Elect Our State AG, DONN LISTON, June 2, 2024
Live Links are in References

[4] Why the Permanent Fund Corp Turmoil? DONN LISTON  April 28, 2022
Live Links in References

Todayâ??s High Value Permanent Fund is the result of Sound Investment Policies and NOT
LISTENING to Fear Mongers who Say State Government is unsustainable without ever higher
contributions from the fund while passing record State budgets. Just as individual Alaskans must live
within their means the State of Alaska has plenty of money if it is spent wisely to serve The People
with adequate government services performed by competent employees.
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Read AK Chalet Story/Make Reservations

Alaska has a small and declining population base served by an abundance of State/Local/NGO
agencies.
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https://listondonn.ph/promoting-alaska-hospitality/


As is true every legislative session in Backwater Juneau, a lot of drama is generated surrounding how
much elected officials from around the state must pay Permanent Fund Dividends to Shareholders in
the Owner State. Letâ??s take a look at why there is such a fund and why politicians speak out one
side of their faces about protecting a dividend for Alaskans but usually come up short after colluding to
pay so many Special Interests out of the other side of their faces.
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For background, the first Permanent Fund Dividend check for $1,000 was issued in 1982, following a
bruising court battle, in which the initial plan for a distribution of dividendsâ??with amounts given on a
graduated scale based on length of AK residencyâ??was ruled unconstitutional by the Alaska
Supreme Court. The Capitalist idea of Gov. Hammond and others was that Alaskans were entitled to a
Dividend under Alaskaâ??s Constitution because Residents own shares of Alaskaâ??s resource
bounty the same as any hypothetical Oil Company Investor anywhere receives financial dividends from
Alaska Oil Company investments. However, instead of basing the PFD on individual investment and
participation in Alaska, the progressive AK Supreme Court required the Dividend to be a give-away
program of an equal amount annually to all residents who had lived in-state at least one yearâ??aka
STATE WELFARE.
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This early COURT-IMPOSED POLICY reinforced Alaskaâ??s traditional Get-What-You-Can Get-And-
Get-Out Boom/Bust Economy as might be expected from judges on their Alaska Adventuresâ??all
trained in law elsewhere. Incentive is DEPENDENCEâ??and to achieve retirement in a government job
before going elsewhere with your gold poke.

Learn about Alaskaâ??s flawed Legal system and what must change here:

Join Group Here!

After some three decades of splitting revenues 50/50 Permanent Fund/AK State Government,
another lawsuit was launched in 2016, again settled by the AK Supreme Court, to further diminished
The Peopleâ??s/SOA stake from 50/50 to 25/75.

Hold Your Nose for this One

Anchorage Democrat Sen Bill Wielechowski sued Democrat Gov Bill Walker challenging his veto of
the amount to the PFD set by statute that year by the Legislature.

Do You Sense the AK Court Collusion Setup?
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