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During the 1960s this writer spent a lot of unsupervised time along Ship Creek and the
Anchorage Mudflats when Cook Inlet was the community toilet. Greater Anchorage Area
Borough Mayor John Asplund celebrated construction of the first Sewage Treatment Plant
bearing his name at Pt. Waronzof in the early 1970s. During dedication of the plant Asplund
declared to the assembled crowd: If you plan it right it will work right!

Upon flipping the switch to activate the new facility, however, nothing happened. I
was there,

[1} Bio of John Asplund

Responsible residents know detaching the sane part of Anchorage from the Mudflats is
necessary. We who have lived in Anchorage properâ??and also lived in the parts with representation
not directly subject to crazy governanceâ??know the difference. Those who elect the caliber of
representatives who have trashed Anchorage need to suffer the consequences of their actions good
and hard.
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What has Anchorage Become?
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https://communitycrimemap.com/

Dot Color Key
Black, Homicide; Orange, Aggravated Assault; Purple, Burglary Residential; Brown, Theft/Larceny;
Gray, Robbery Individual; Green, Motor Vehicle Theft
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Mudflats Anchorage imposes its problems on the rest of Anchorage. What is known as Assembly
District 2 (AD2) is where Alaskans who choose to live a rural lifestyle within this over-extended
jurisdiction seek Alaskan solace. In one example, back in October 2017 this writer reported on an
Anchorage Water and Wastewater scheme to bring large water mains from Eklutna Lake to
accommodate proposed new large-scale housing development in AD2. Some long-time Alaskans
testified about how they cherish their lifestyle, grandfathered in law on large lots with independent
well/septic, and had been promised under the Chugiak/Eagle River Comprehensive Plan they would
never be subjected to government imposition of water/sewer service. I reported about their challenge to
the requirement to subsidize development of the largest landowner in this region.

[2] Open Discussion Concerning Chugiak-Eagle River Growth, DONN LISTON, October 5, 2017

From the Comprehensive Plan: While the Muni is anticipated to grow by 21,700 people in
the 5 years between 2020 and 2025, Chugiak-Eagle River is expected to gain 6,551 of
themâ??nearly one-third.

[3] Chugiak-Eagle River Comprehensive Plan Update 2006

Since then a pandemic dramatized poor governance of Anchorage. Population continues to decline,
while the Anchorage School District is overbuilt and still dreaming of new schools. We who have lived
in Anchorage prior to Trans-Alaska Pipeline construction know much will likely (NOT) happen in the
foreseeable futureâ??we know, for example, Engineers who began their careers working on the
proposed Knik Arm Crossing and have retired having accomplished nothing except study of
possibilities.
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[4] Muni of Anchorage Long-Range Transportation Plan, Knik Arm Crossing Report,

Alaska is a Land of Empty Promises

An early Chugiak/Eagle River newspaper publisher and long-time advocate for detachment of Eagle
River Chugiak from the Municipality of Anchorage commented directly about the story I had written in
my previous Blogspot.

Lee Jordan: Your observation about the impact of â??under-financed individuals living independently
on large lotsâ?• is key in consideration of expansion of water/sewer lines. Frontage of 330 feet on two
sides of a 2-1/2 acre tract means assessments in six-figure amounts to pay for extension of lines,
possibly doubling mortgage payments. Small tracts developed half a century ago are becoming
saturated to the point of being unsuitable for on-site wastewater disposal and wells are threatened by
shrinking aquifers as well as contamination. Public water indeed is in the future, but how to lessen the
impact on those â??under-financed individualsâ?• is a question demanding both humane and moral
solution.

Back on October 29, 1975, that same Lee Jordan had asked: Will the people of Chugiak-Eagle
River have the opportunity to control their own destiny, or must they forever remain subject to what has
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been decreed for them by Anchorage?

Tail Wagging the Dog

Locals know the answer to Jordanâ??s poignant question now, yet still seek freedom from
the Mudflats quicksand of poor choices and government idiocy.

[5] What Kind of Local Government DO We Want?  DONN LISTON 07/28/2021
https://donnliston.net/2021/07/visions-of-eaglexit_28/

The Hope of Detachment

I have written multiple long-form stories about the organized detachment effort known as EaglExit.
While detachment is not a new idea, this incarnation has been a long time coming from the EaglExit
Central Committee of dedicated EaglExit advocates. I have been personally frustrated with progress
since I first wrote about it in a story for Must Read Alaska in 2019. Nobody has written more for
general publication about why many residents of Chugiak-Eagle River seek detachment from the
mudflats community of Anchorage than I. EaglExit has evolved a quality websiteâ??devoid of a single
link to any of my independently researched and written stories in their echo chamber.

[5] Introducing EaglExit: Is Eagle River ready for a divorce? DONN LISTON Must Read Alaska
May 4, 2019.
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As owner of Garciaâ??s Cantina in Eagle River, Joel Rivas does it all

 [6] Garciaâ??s Restaurant in Eagle River, Quirky and Comfortable with Great Food, DONN
LISTON July 11, 2021.

So, letâ??s review where this Detachment effort is now since that initial story, and years of
promises about what detachment might mean for the majority of normal people who enjoy a
higher quality of life in AD2 than most residents stuck in the Mudflats.

[7] What Kind of Local Government DO We Want?          07/28/2021
https://donnliston.net/2021/07/visions-of-eaglexit_28/

High Standard of Living

One primary reason for a higher standard of living in AD2 is proximity to the JBER Military
Installation. Anchorage was founded in the early 1900s as terminal for the Alaska Railroad and
military presence prevailed during WWII and afterward the Cold War against Alaskaâ??s Asian
neighbor, Communist Russia. As Anchorage neighborhoods have declined with general lawlessness
encouraged by progressive policies and criminal-coddling courts, the military has moved north, where
service families find wholesome living in Northeastern AD2, short of moving all the way to the Mat-Su
Valley.
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Matanuska Brewing Conmpany owner Matt Tomter talks about innovation during the Covid-
19 Pandemic. His business has locations in Anchorage, Eagle River and the Valley.

[8] Matanuska Brewing Company Innovates, DONN LISTON, 03/20/2021

From recent EaglExit published statements: The goal is to establish a new and independent
Chugach Regional Borough. As proposed it will include the communities of Eagle River, Chugiak,
Birchwood, Peters Creek, Eklutna, Hiland Road, Thunderbird Falls and Joint Base Elmendorf-
Richardson.

This would be the biggest and most complex boundary change in the history of our stateâ??a multi-
billion-dollar transaction. It would impact 40% of the stateâ??s population including over 50% of the
Municipality of Anchorages geographic jurisdiction.

[9] EaglExit Webpage

Understood This Must be Done Right

A study, conducted by Northern Economics (early-on), showed there is more than adequate tax base
for a new city to be born, and a good foundation for establishing a local city; enough taxes available to
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provide for our community government needs, but not necessarily creating more taxes, explained
 Eaglexit spokesman, Dan Kendall in May of 2020. There are three parts to the first financial study and
this is the first part.

[10] Eaglexitâ??s New Validation  DONN LISTON 05/11/2020

Lots of busywork.

Latest statement includes: By completing the petition and bringing it to the public, we hope to answer
many questions our community has concerning the cost of our endeavor, and if your taxes will go up,
what will our new local government look like.

They are just now getting around to that?

Brigitte Humphery, Alaska Chalet BNB, has been a long supporter of EaglExit and has
continued to buy regular advertisements in this Independent Eagle River-based website.

[11] What Happened to Anchorage Hospitality? DONN LISTON 02/04/2021 

Central Committee volunteers who have done all of the legwork to control what detachment includes or
doesnâ??t include. Members welcome input from anyone and will let the public know what they
propose after these years of selfless efforts. If what they arrive at turns out to be a Pig-in-a-Poke the
voters will get to take it or leave it when they compare  what has been tentatively approved by the LBC
and allowed to be voted on.

Political groundswells Donâ??t Usually happen this Way
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Back in October of 2019 (Pre-Covid) this writer interviewed EaglExit Chairman Michael Tavoliero to
establish some basic touchstones for why detachment made sense and his views about what might
change for residents of AD2 through detachment.

Hard Numbers

From that story: Total assessment for AD2 is $3.7 Billion according to the Muni website. AD2
population is around 50,000 people who pay an estimated $57.5 million each year to the Muni in
property taxes toward the total $3.7 Billion assessment amount.

The MOA has $5.7 Billion in assets with $3.7 Billion totally paid for. We also know that the Muni
has $1.6 Billion in long-term liabilities for which AD2 has some obligation. This information can
be found in the Muniâ??s 2017 CAFR.
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