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What is the AK Roundtable?

Description

Alaska’s Challenges Demand Answers

(2021©donnliston.co)
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Competent, Transparent, Ethical, Limited Governance
“Fact based public policy without dogma”

In educational terms, one generation transfers knowledge to the next by what has been called the
Intergenerational Transfer of Cognitive Knowledge.[1] That iswhat our teachers and schools are
supposed to be doing—imparting the common knowledge to young Alaskans necessary to
promote best interests of families and society in each new generation. Additionally, we all learn
some things through exposure to other persons who are not specifically designated as teachers.
Senior members of the community will naturally gather regularly to share information freely, and
anyone lucky enough to be in attendance at such gatherings can learn alot.

Alaska Native cultures actively honor the transfer of wisdom from elders.

Thiswriter discovered how this worked while living aboard a boat in Juneau during the 1980s. A
group of local residents met regularly at City Café to do what is euphemistically referred to as
shooting the bull. Former local elected officials and teachers, tradesmen, local business owners
and state/local government workers, regularly met for coffee and toast or breakfast for a couple
of informative hours. Conversations were between individual participants, or everybody would
talk around a certain topic of the day. It represented a transfer of knowledge and experience.
Many of these people would relate how certain things used to be done a certain way and why
they are now done differently.
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Mike's Quality Meats

USDA Beef, Pork, Chicken and Speciality Meats!
3 Bl

o —

b e (907) 6961888\ B00-478-1889

Read about Mike's Quality Meats here; https://donnliston.net/2021/11/an-eagle-river-institution.html

Changeisnot always good.

Today in Anchorage an organization has evolved out of what began as the kind of coffee-clutch |
once experienced in Juneau. | know of other such regular gatherings at certain restaurants around
Anchorage, but |

became interested in this particular gathering because it has an el evated mission—actually
promoting deep understanding of issues impacting Alaska—called the AK Roundtable.

A recent view of the AK Roundte{blé.
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Concelved in frustration.

| became angry with the Alaska Republican Party—and resigned after being chairman of the
Platform Committee and a District Chairman for many years, and active in many other ways,
explained Ric Davidge, a co-founder. | just got pissed off because nobody would DO anything.
We have had a Republican majority of voters in the state for years but when we elect
Republicans they change when they get to Juneau.

Some apparently don’t know how to be consistently conser vative.

Davidge continued: So | started having a weekly luncheon on Thursdays. Anybody could come
and join a friendly chit-chat. It evolved from one hour to an hour and a half to two hours and
next we had elected officials showing up.

Usually on Zoom, Holly Sheldon L eeis an active member of AK Roundtable, sometimes comi ng to Anchorage
from her home in Takeetna.

Participants are mostly conservative, and infor mation is about matter s about which all are
concerned.

It came to be a place where people could be very honest and talk about how they felt about
something—put it on the table and have a conver sation about it—and sometimes even now | have
to betherefereein the

meetings, continued Davidge.

Near the conclusion of each meeting the chair goes around the table and asksif anybody
has any further matter to bring up.
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Food Bank

Becanse nobody should have to go hungry...

Read about MatSu Food Bank here: https://donnliston.net/2021/07/f eeding-al askans-in-mat-su.html

Shooting the Bull.

One day at the public restaurant where we were meeting, one of our members observed that it appeared we
were being taped, explained Davidge. IHooked'over and a person had put their phonein a place to record our

meeting. | decided we needed tofind another meeting place.
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Ray Kreig provides the meeti ngplaée‘frAk Roundtable 201 Bfow S.

The meetings are currently heldat-a'location owned by Ray Kreig and the mammoth tableis
actually an oval. No minutesare kept and anyone who doesn’t identify themselves on the

conference call are cut off. Depending on what is going on they have 20 to 60 participants
including zoom.
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Alaska Roundtable meets

every Thursday 11:30 a.m. sharp to 1
p.m.

201 Barrow Street, Anchorage, Alaska

By invitation only/RSVP
Telephone: 907-229-5328

email; alaskaroundtable

We have had Democrats come te the Roundtable, too, continued Davidge; Meg Zaletel from the
Assembly came to the AK Reundtable. She sat there for an hour and a half getting her butt
kicked. She called me afterward and said: “ | learned more in that meeting than | have in almost
any meeting | have been at.”
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Located in the

g of Eagle River!

CALL FOR
TAKEOUT:
907-622-8889

Kim & Stephanie 12400 Old Glenn HWY

We use
Kangen
Medical

grade water
httos/iwww.kang

Read Nail Time & Spa and Kim’s Cuisine Story, Here: https://donnliston.net/2021/12/another-local -business-

pandemic-survivor.html

Transfer of information wor ks through thesis-antithesis-synthesis.

Davidge says the group has come to realize that information generated among participating
members could be instructional for candidates aspiring for elected office. Toward that end the
group has begun producing policy books on all important issues of our state and city, beginning
with abook on Homelessness. Davidge authors and produces the books-with contributions from
subject matter experts in the group—and pays for alimited production run of each book. He sells
them for $10 to cover costs.
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m Competent, Transparent, Ethical, Limited Governance

@ iFacts Matter”
s

Book List
Title Edition Status
Homelessness 20d edition, 4% printing at printer
What’s wrong with Alaska’s Schools 2021 at printer
Upgrading Alaska’s Defense 2021 in final review
Crime in Anchorage 2021 in first review
The Tragedy of the Mat-Su 2021 paper/released
Reducing the Cost of Health Care in AK 2022 final editing
Rightsizing our Governance 2022 final editing
Alaska’s Election Integrity 2022 in development
Alaska, the Socialist State 2022 in development
Alaska’s Territorial Imperative 2022 in development

Also: The Second American Revolution — first 100 days, still on Amazon S star rated

For most of our books, we offer an open discussion for the public, announced only on Must Read
Alaska.

Ric Davidge, MPA
Founder/Referee 907 229 5328
1509 H St, Unit A, Anchorage, AK 99501

These are books heavy with data;,context, and analysis of policy with an eye for meaningful
change. Twelve such booksarein’progress.

We have built several candidates—who are now elected officials-who previously came regularly
to the AK Roundtable, said Davidge. They had the opportunity anytime to ask any question, and
sit at the table and participate. Some were never going to run for elected office but in some cases
we convinced members of the need for competent candidates to run for certain seatsin the
Alaska Legislature. Our goal isto educate competent, limited government, candidates and begin
the process of Right-Sizing our Alaska State Government. We need people who know it is
necessary and want to know how to cut our state budget. Of course that isn’t going to happen
right now—but by getting competent people into office the process can begin around the edges
prior to the next election.
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A group of Alaska Legislators posed for this picture with gué recently at the AK Roundtable.

Davidge adds: Hopefully the Alaska Legislature will have a good solid majority in the house of
25—not 20, not 21 but a solid 25—and
in the Senate at least 13 to 14 solid competent conservative-Alaskan elected officials.

> G i

Eagle River Rep. Ken McCarty is frequent participant at the AK Roundtable.

An ambitious goal, to educate candidates; so what qualifies this group to have impact?
Recruiting and preparing quality candidates for public office is something the political parties
used to do. Now Democrats run
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Juneau (including most significantly my own Eagle River Rep. Kelly Merrick).

Ranked Choice voting further muddies the water.

AWE MUST REJECT.THE IDER'THAT
VERY,TIMEA'LAW;S BROKEN, SOCIETY
THA

“ITIS TIME TO RESTORE
THE AMERICAN PRECEPT
THAT EACH INDIVIDUAL IS
ACCOUNTABLE FOR HIS ACTICNS.

What does “ Right-Sizing Gover nment” mean?

We have a book in production about that topic, but when government is bloated it costs more
than it should, services have not improved, and waste encourages corruption, Davidge said.

| experienced how that happens as Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Interior under President
Ronald Reagan.

Davidge worked in Washington D.C. for Alaska Sen. Ted Stevens befor e being appointed by
Pres. Reagan.

It became very clear to me that the problem wasn’t with Democrats or Republications but with
Washington DC itself, said Davidge. Thereis a different reality inside the beltway than across
America. Corruption there was up to your neck. | was very fortunate that we had an Inspector
General who was a retired marine and straight as hell. He came to my office the first day and
said: “let metell you what isgoing on here.” | said: “ | have been here before,” and he said:
“You don’t know shit.”
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Anyway, he explained to me how lobbyists of the various entities work to manipulate persons
in critical positionsto sgg =~~~ ="~ T idas Tt el e~ Efyou goto a

restaurant in town her 8 Your Private Propert r, and some good-

looking woman comes ¢ Could Be Next! oves- guarantee
somebody is paying her )

Property Rights have been under assault in Alaska for many years.
Our prolonged fight has been expensive--the opposition enabled by
corrupt elected officials. Our case is scheduled to be heard January

18, 2022 at Nesbett Courthouse (3AN-19-05746).

Please contribute: https://gogetfunding.com/protecting-
property-rights-in-alaska
Contact: steamboat_000@aol.com

Toread this story: https://donnliston blogspot.com/2021/08/arrogance-
of-entitement-html

Two days later it happened. A block away from the White House at Diner en Blanc
—a great restaurant—this woman started making the moves. | asked her: “ Whose paying you?”

| was happily married and had a couple of kids and yet every time | turned around some woman
was putting the move on me, Davidge said. | grew up in Hollywood California, so | understood
what was going on. But it got to the point that | told the president: “ I’ ve been herefive years, it's
time to go home to Alaska.”
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Uf-llas]@ Ghalet Bed & Breakfast
PROVIDING OUTSTANDING ACCOMMODATIONS IN EAGLE RIVER SINCE 1991

Apartment Styled Suites | Centrally Located  Extended Stays Available

Brigitte Humphery - Host | 11031 Gulkana Circle, Eagle River 907-694-1528

Read Alaska Chalet BNB story here: https.//donnliston.net/2021/02/the-best-thi ng-about-bei ng-in-anchorage.html

Alaskans cannot know what is happening in political. power centers like Washington DC, or even
Juneau, without witnessing it themselves. As someone who lived in Juneau 20 years, and actively
attempted to influence public policy for employers who benefited from state spending, this writer
understands the nature of the swamp at the state level. Few Alaskans can know that, but we
depend upon the integrity of state and national elected officials to honor the trust of those who
elected them to swim among snakes and alligators.

And then thereisthe bureaucracy.

In my position | fired lots of people for cause—including the chief financial officer of the
National Park Service (NPS), continued Davidge. But when | told Reagan | was ready to go
home after five years, he said: “ | can’t let you go home right now, you’ ve got a couple more
things to do.”

Davidge explained the back-game: Reagan’ sfirst bill was are-write of the Economic Recovery
Tax Act necessary in the face of President Jimmy Carter’sfailed economic policies. One of
the thingsin that bill was a provision authored by Davidge, for restoration of historic properties,
allowing recovery of all expenses over afive-year period. In four years more historic properties
were restored than had occurred in the history of the United States, according to Davidge.
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https://www.al ec.org/article/40th-anniversary-of -reagans-economic-recovery-tax-act/

Davidge explained: | figured out that If I made this an economic incentive instead of a
regulatory requirement,

we would get a better outcome. The response exploded, and that angered the Radical Left, but it
was the best approach. | looked at a lot of the restored historic properties that people and
businesses wanted to restore, but they weren't going to do it without an economic incentive as
opposed to a federal regulatory

demand.
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My wife was finishing her degree in Speech Language Pathology at the University of
Maryland, and because of her fiscal support she was going to work for the Public
Health Service, Davidge continued. | asked the President if he could get her assigned to
Alaska. When she finished her program, she was reassigned to Alaska and we returned home.

/< Sheldon Air Service
" DENALI‘ELIGHT TOURS & GLACIER LANDINGS

Call'to l:iodﬁ:)'r"&tlr_udventure today!
. 907-733-2321

e~ 2

www.sheldonairservice.com | info@sheldonairservice.com

Read Sheldon Air Service story-herée:-https://donnliston.net/2021/08/what-woul d-don-and-roberta-shel don-
have.html

During the time when Davidge wor ked for Alaska Sen. Ted Stevens, he witnessed fir st-
hand her culean effortsin Washington DC, to addressfailureto transmit Alaska landsto
the state under the Statehood Act passed in 1959. There remain today many issues dealing
with public access, wildlife management, and use of federal lands.

| have written several confidential documents at the request of certain elected officials,
said Davidge. Many of them have to do with Alaska Lands and the continued federal colonial
attitude. We need to continually consider “What does State sovereignty really mean?’

Book in process.
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LEGISLATIVE SERVICE:

1979-1992 Senator District

BIRTH DATE/PLACE:

Wilder, Tennessee

Education:

College/University: Bachelor of Arts, Math and Sclence

Post Graduate: Master of Arts, Administration and Supervision
EMPLOYMENT:

Special Assistant, US Senator Mike Gravel;

Director, Curriculum Service Center, Fairbanks School District;
Band Director, Fairbanks School District;

Member, Planning and Zoning Commisslon;

Member, College Service Area Road Commission;

Member, Democratic Party Charter Commisslon;

Democratic National Committeewoman

SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS:

Member, National Association of Parliamentarians;

State Membershlp Chalrman, Western Soclety of Telecommunications

Davidge said: The report from the Citizen’ s Advisory Committee on Public Lands, which |
initiated and got passed in the Alaska Legislature with Sen. Bettye Fahrenkamp, was the result
of what | had discovered when one day Sen. Stevens came into my office and said: “ Some total
whacko with big beard and long hair came into the Senate Appropriations Committee and
started telling us about all this corrupt stuff going on in the Alaska Park Service. He said “ it's

not believable, find out who this guy is and what’s going on.”

The History, Mission and Responsibilities of the Commission

The Citizens' Advisory Commission on Federal Areas (CACFA) was initially created a year after
the 1980 passage of the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA). It operated
successfully to give a voice to Alaskans negotiating ANILCA's complex management rules and

regulations until 1999, when state funding was eliminated.

The Commission was re-established after Representative Mike Kelly
of Fairbanks introduced and won passage of House Bill 87, which
Governor Palin signed into law on September 28, 2007. The

ion's Bylaws were adopted 11/06/2008 and revised on

6/2/2010.

The Commission is responsible for identifying and reducing potential
negative impacts on Alaska and its citizens from federal actions on
any of the over 200 million acres of federal land in the state, and
"...shall consider, research and hold hearings on the consistency
with federal law and congressicnal intent on management,
operation, planning, development, and additions to federal
management areas in the state.” (AS 41.37.220(a))

Under the terms of the reauthorizing law, the Governor (G) appoints
six Alaskans to the Commission who serve for four years; while the
Speaker of the House (H) and the Senate (S) President may each
appoint one legislator from their bodies, and two other Alaskans all

of whom may serve for two years. Citizen appointees must represent the diversity of users and

uses of federal land in Alaska.

LINK to the Governor's Office Fact Sheet on the Commission.

http://dnr.al aska.gov/commis/cacfa/
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What | learned from that guy, Chuck Cushman, was that under President Jimmy Carter

the NPS, US Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management and other agencies were using what
is known as a Declaration of Taking—posting notice on the door of property owners stating:

“ This property now belongs to the US Government, please contact this (certain) court to find out
when you can be paid,” said Davidge. In most cases thiswas directly contrary to federal laws
that created these areas. | sent a copy to the Attorney General. THAT caused an interesting
meeting.

Thiswas happening all over the country. Alaska lands wer e also a tar get especially
sportsmen like hunting guides.

S0, we did several things. First, | was able to get the General Accounting Office to do a series of
investigations, Davidge said. They began with the Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area
that Cushman had told us about. We discovered that this ‘park’ was created by Rep. John
Seiberling, House Chair of the Interior Affairs Committee. His own homewasin the area
along with a friend who was the publisher of a local paper. They wanted to stop residential
development, but we learned Chairman Seiberling constructed a special provision that allowed
him to donate his property to the state and the state to the NPS. (This enabled him to keep
residence on the property and home, to remain that way untit-hisyeungest grandson passed.

The NPStook care of all his property at no cost to him.

SEIBERLING, John Frederick

1918 — 2008

From Seiberling obituary:
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Over the years, Mr. Seiberling served as chairman of the Interior Committee's public lands and national
parks subcommittee and pushed 33 bills for 250 new and expanded wilderness areas in 27 states.

In 1980, he and U.5. Rep. Morris Udall, D-Ariz., led the fight to approve federal protection for 103
million acres under the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act.

In all, Mr. Seiberling played a key role in preserving 69 million acres of wildemess — that included 54
million acres in Alaska — in addition to 59 million acres of other federal parks, forests and preserves.

Mr. Seiberling made his first trip to Alaska in 1975 and came away impressed.
In 1977, he held congressional hearings across that state, helping him develop a photo collection of
more than 3,000 Alaskan shots. He exhibited his photos in the Capital during the 1978 debate and said

the photos helped sway members of Congress.

He was widely saluted by national environmental groups for his efforts to save the American wildermness
— efforts that earned him opposition from some Western and Alaskan politicians.

https://seiberlingvisualhistory.org/John F Seiberling/

Sen. Stevensrequested thereport, and it wasa very good report. It exposed all the
corruption Rep. Seiberling wasinvolved in.

Ted directed me to deliver that report to Seiberling personally, said Davidge. Thisgave Ted
some leverage

in finishing the Alaska Lands Act. There were many more such GAO reports that even shocked
the US Attorney General.

What about the AK Roundtable book on Education-at theprinter now?

First, WE don't call it public education; we call it government education, said Davidge.
We know the reason THEY call it public education is to get around the idea of government
control but the AK Roundtabletries very hard to be very clear about the facts.

Join us on Thursdays at 11:30 a.m at Ray Kreig Conference Rm,
Boardwalk Office Suites, 201 Barrow St., Anchorage, RSVP to:

Ric Davidge, founder/referee Ricdavidge1@gmail.com

Competant, Transparent, Ethical, Limited Governance

Fact based public policy
without dogma

Read the Story Here: https://donnli: bl com/2021/12/what-is-ak dtable.html

95p
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Right off the bat the book recognizesthe current Anchorage crisis of felony unlawful
exploitation of minorsunder the law:

Alaska Statutes 11.41.436 and 11.41.455 describe the circumstances that define the felony of unlawful
exploitation of aminor:

AS11.41.436:
(&) An offender commits the crime of sexual abuse of a minor in the second degreeiif...

(4) being 16 years of age or older, the offender aids, induces, causes, or encourages a person who is under 16
years of age to engage in conduct described in AS 11.41.455 (a)(2) — (6);

*and* the offender occupies a position of authority in relation to the victim.

Alaska Statute 11.41.455 graphically describes the kinds of sexual activities the minor may be induced into
performing by the

exploitative adult who is grooming them. Aswe know, the process of grooming a child for future exploitation
begins slowly, the perpetrator often starting by showing the child pornographic materials.

How is this different from the adults within the school district pravidingeur children with easily accessible
pornographic
materials?

These people are effectively babysitting ‘our children with our trust.

How would you feel if you found out that the babysitter you left your children with one evening had been showing
them pornographic and
sexually explicit materials while you were out to dinner on date night?

Also from the Education Book developed by AK Roundtable:
School Management and Functional Results, and Reorganization

We support ‘results management’ and it must be required by law. Thisis asystemic programmatically
integrated management tool, and the only effective measure of our public investmentsinto all thing’s government
service. It smply means that the results of government services are measured no longer by just process, and
these measurements are audited biannually to ensure their honesty, so that the people can actually see and
measure and clearly understand the value of such services compared to their investments (taxes) and other funds.
As aresult of federal and then state actions requiring student testing by states, we finally have a measure of
the results of our investments into PreK — 12 education both private and government.

Alaska spends more money per student per capita than any other state in America — and any other nation per
capita, and has, in almost all cases, the lowest reading and math scores in the nation. Why?

AsAlaskanswe all need to ask mor e questions of our government. It seems appropriate that personswho
havetraditional American values should want to addressthe crisisof ignorancein our time. The
AK Roundtableis a good placeto air the questions many ar e asking.
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[1]1ZA Institute of Labor Statistics study, 2011

https://www.iza.org/publications/dp/5749/the-i ntergenerati onal -transmissi on-of -cognitive-and-non-cognitive-
skills-during-adol escence-and-young-adulthood

[2] 40th Anniversary of Reagan’s Economic Recovery Tax Act, August 10, 2021

https://www.al ec.org/arti cle/40th-anni versary-of -reagans-economic-recovery-tax-act/

[3]Anchorage schools remove ‘ Gender Queer’ graphic memoir from school shelves, November 13,2019,
https://mustreadal aska.com/anchorage-school s-remove-gender-queer-graphi c-memoir-from-school -shel ves/
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